CHAPTER XVI

SOME RESULTS

We believe that with all its faults of over-statement and
exaggeration Miss MAYO'S first book [Mother India] did
definite and traceable sendee. It provoked a vast torrent of
indignation, but it gave strength to all the reformers who
are endeavouring to change conditions in India. It shocked
people out of complacency. Indians saw how they were pre-
sented to Western eyes. . . . Nobody could longer blind
himself to the fact that child marriage, the prevention of the
remarriage of widows, the treatment of the outcaste and
cruelty to animals outraged the Western peoples.... Re-
form must come from within. Happily there is evidence on
all hands that Indian opinion is changing and that the new
movement is finding leaders. When it has triumptad,-,
India itself will be able to take a more charitable view of
those who first uttered the thoughts of the West. -Editorial,
The Statesman, Calcutta, April nth, 1929.

IT will be years, probably decades, before a com-
prehensive estimate of Mother India's fruits can be
drawn and balanced. Yet certain results are already
ripe for record. Amongst these is an increasing reSdi-
ness on the part of both Indians and Europeans resi-
dent in India to acknowledge and make public the
existing status of India's womanhood. Where before,
whether from a pessimistic disbelief in the efficacy of
protests, or from a natural dislike of becoming the
butt of Hindu resentment, private citizens shrank from
public mention of the horrors they daily saw, now, fol-
lowing Mother India's lead, they begin to come for-
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